December 2010

The Grossword

J u dy’S JOttingS by Judy Freeman

The Challenge

When | left the
teacher’s prayer
meeting that Thursday
morning, | headed
toward the gym. As |
entered, | immediately
encountered a scene
most memorable - a
student-initiated and
student-led Bible study
for secondary students.
At random places on the
bleachers, students were
sitting with their Bibles
opened while listening
to the leader.

Why did I find this
so memorable? After
all, this is a Christian
school. Also, wouldn’t
you think that having

devotions in first period
each day, prayer in most
classes each day, Bible
class for an hour each
day, and an hour of
chapel each Wednesday
would be enough to
satisfy their spiritual
desires - especially for
teens? Do most
“average” Christian
adults even spend that
much time in a week
studying the Bible?

Recently, in chapel,
each student was given
a book to read. It was
by Max Lucado and
entitled, Out Live Your
Life. Inside each front
cover a challenge was
written to each student.
In keeping with the

author’s purpose, Mr.
Russell penned the
following: “You are
given an opportunity to
be more and do more than
the ‘average’ Christian.”

BCCS students are
already off to a great start
this year. They gave over
90 gifts and many gift
cards to foster kids in
Barry County. They’ve
been writing letters to
young men in boot camp.
Most recently, they
toured and worked at the
Kalamazoo Gospel
Mission. In the spring,
some will spend their
spring break on a mission
trip.

How blessed we are at
Barry County Christian
School to have students
who want to produce
eternal results.

Do You Have an
Email Address?

Does Scripture really state
that “God helps those that
help themselves?”

In endeavoring to be good
stewards of God’s provisions,
we would like to send you
future editions of The
Crossword by email. Please
email your email address to
office@bccsk12.com
We would appreciate it if you
can help us in this way.

No, it doesn’t, but we believe in praying
for God’s provision and then doing the part
He requires of us. So, we’re busy doing
fundraisers, writing grants, and budget-
cutting. Still, our projected income for the
year falls short of the finances needed to do
the work to which God has called us.
Would you please consider giving a tax-
deductible donation to BCCS this year?
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Staff and Student Activities

Mrs. Eggers

The seventh and eighth grade
English class began the year
studying and creating biographies,
autobiographies, and memoirs.
They have explored mystery
stories and did a fantastic job
writing their own mysteries.

They have been continuously
improving their skills in writing,
reading, and grammar. They are
looking forward to studying the
genre of drama soon.

The ninth and tenth grade class
began with a unit on poetry and
moved on to research possible
careers. They recently finished
reading and writing short
narrative pieces. This class is just
beginning to study the classic, To
Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper
Lee.

The juniors and seniors have
British literature this year. So far,
they have studied the literature,
authors, and culture of the Middle
Ages and the early Renaissance.
Most recently, the class enjoyed
reading Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
In early October, this class took a
break from the literature to write a
grant proposal to the Barry
Community Foundations’ Youth
Advisory Council. The students
created a list of needs they see at
the school and decided that new
laptops were the priority. They
wrote a proposal seeking
assistance in funding this project.
The school was awarded a three-
to-one matching grant.

The Community Foundation
will match one-third of the money

that we raise. This was a great
lesson about the process of
philanthropy.

Mrs. Yonker

Biology students are modeling
DNA replication and
transcription, putting together
chains of amino acids, and
investigating energy
transformations through
photosynthesis and cellular
respiration. They will begin
Mendelian genetics and mutations
in December.

Chemistry students have
covered the history of chemistry
and the atomic theory, and
molecular structures. They will
begin chemical equations and
mole conversions second
semester.

Life Science students spent the
first semester developing an
understanding of basic cellular
processes. They will finish the
semester with a discussion of
beginnings.

Calculus students have begun
working with antiderivatives and
will continue to use them in their
various applications.

Advanced Math students are
more than halfway through their
course with the goal of beginning
Calculus during the second
semester to better prepare them
for rigorous math courses in
college.

Algebra 2 and Algebra 1
students are developing their
skills in solving algebraic
equations

“MATH “— A Toolbox for
Life/Devotions — God’s Daily
Bread

Yes, mathematical skills are
the tools students need for life and
especially in this “tech” age. The
7™ & 8™ graders are a wonderful
class. | see the maturity coming
in the 8™ grade as they are now
preparing for Algebra in high
school. The 7" graders are really
trying and making good gains.

It is also my privilege to have
devotions each morning with the
junior high students. What a joy
and challenge it is to share God’s
word and its everyday principles
we learn. These are lessons for
each day and for eternal treasures
in heaven. Praise God that we
have the freedom to do that in this
school — God’s school.

In geometry class we get a
chance to look at the order and
beauty in God’s creation.
Geometry is all around us and
shows us the beauty and order in
the world that was made by our
perfect Creator. Hopefully the
students see the BIG picture.

Consumer Math is very
practical for the students in their
lives now and for skills needed to
live an independent life in the
years ahead. This is taught in the
setting that Christian principles
should govern the decisions
(especially financial) we make for
life. We are making good
progress.

Kenneth Oosterhouse




Staff and Student Activities (continued)

Children...music...Jesus —
It can’t get any better!

By Martha Stoetzel

Itis a joy and an honor to lead the
music department at Barry County
Christian School.

Each grade level in the
elementary school has a new music
curriculum which teaches basic
music reading skills. The preschool
and kindergarten classes are
learning how to feel the beat of a
song and to be able to mimic that
beat with rhythm sticks. The 1%/2™
grade classes are also working on
feeling the beat, but they have the
added task of learning to read music.
The 3"/4" grade class is learning
musical notation and then they apply
their new found knowledge in
musical baseball. The 5"/6" grade
class enjoys musical games as well
as musical instruction through ear
training and rhythm studies. And, as
always, we sing!

The 7"/8" grade music class has
been restructured and is now a
music appreciation class. We are
working through Bob Jones
University music appreciation
curriculum. There is also hands-on
experience with hand-chimes and
drumming. Students in this class will
learn to read a musical score (like a
director would read) during second
semester!

During the first semester of choir,
we have studied traditional choir
music as well as learned
fundamentals of singing (ask one of
them to locate their “cave”). Second
semester will see changes in this
program. The name of the class has
been changed to “drama/performing
arts group.” Students who don’t
believe they can sing are
encouraged to join! This group will
be involved in going out in our
community to minister to others
through singing and drama. This
group will be involved in presenting a
dinner theater in March.

The bands continue to amaze me!
There are a large number of students
in the beginning band this year. The
first few months of beginning band
are always filled with fundamentals
which can seem tedious. | have
encouraged them to keep practicing
and plugging along. | am proud to
report that we have made a lot of
progress in the last few weeks and
are starting to make beautiful
sounds. The advanced band is small,
but mighty. | have been a “band
geek” for over 30 years and it's hard
to describe the incredible feeling of
camaraderie that you share with your
fellow band members when you
create beautiful music together.
These students share that special
bond. They get it!

First Grade

By Connie Lavender

I’'m loving my first graders as we
listen to God’s Word in Bible story
lessons, memorizing His Word to
help us live how He wants us to and
realize our need for Him; explore our
way through science; enjoy our
social studies; count our coins with
money, and count by 1's, 2’s, 5’s,
and 10’s almost to infinity and
beyond, and we’re adding and
subtracting ever day. Fantastic
progress is being made in phonics as
first and second graders are studying
all the letter combinations with me
that don’t follow the rules — “special
sounds”, and trying to apply
everything we work on when we read
the stories in our books. Way to
work, sweethearts!

Thank you, everyone, for your
support of God’s works being done
here in the ministry of BCCS!

Duane Walter’s
5" & 6" Grade Class

This year our fifth & sixth grade class
is composed of 13 students. There
are seven fifth graders and six sixth
graders. We have three girls and ten
boys.

The highlight of our year thus far,
has been a science unit on flight.
Some of us attended the Hastings
airport’s open house and had the
opportunity to go for plane rides.

At a later date we visited as a class
and Mr. Ron Holley gave us
instruction about a plane’s
instrument panel. Each student also
had the opportunity to sit in Mr.
Holley’s plane and to operate some
of the controls.

It was an excellent conclusion to
our unit and was enjoyed by all.

==
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2010 2011 Theme

“On Your Mark! Get Set! Go!”

Therefore, since we are surrounded
by such a great cloud of witnesses, let
us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us. Let us fix our
eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith.”

Hebrews 12:1, 2a




Who’s New

I’m Connie Lavender and I've
been teaching K4 (Preschool) &
K5 in another Christian school the
last few years. | have B.S.
Degrees in Elementary
Education, English, and Bible,
and my Master’s Degree is in
Elementary Education. I've
enjoyed teaching in many school
settings of various grades and
subjects in lowa, Minnesota,
South Dakota, Indiana, and here
in Michigan. We live in the Gull
Lake area, across from the big
Michigan State dairy farm. We
have three children — Dave and
his wife, Melissa; Mark (he died
when he was a baby); and Amy
and her husband, Matt; and eight
awesome, adorable, precious
grandchildren.

Salina Eggers grew up in
Sparta, Michigan with her parents
and younger sister. Growing up,
she was active in the school
band, cross country and track
teams, church youth group, and
loved camping with her family.
She graduated from Sparta High
School in 2000 and went to
Adrian College.

There, she became active in
many organizations, including the
religious life council, and worked
for campus safety. She
graduated with Bachelor’s
Degree, majoring in criminal
justice and minoring in English.

After college, she began
working at CarQuest Auto Parts
and also teaching the 5™-8™
grade Sunday School class at her

Electronic School Sign

In March 2009, we sent letters out requesting
funds to purchase an electronic sign to replace
the existing sign in front of the school — all this to
honor and commemorate Mr. O’s retirement.
The cost of the sign was quoted at $10,000.
Thus far we have received $5,600! Thanks to all
who have generously given for this project, but
as you can see, we are still just a little short of
our goal. If you would like to contribute to this
cause, please send your tax-deductible
contributions to the school. Be sure to mark on
the memo of the check that this is for the

Electronic Sign.

church. It was then that she
found her passion for teaching
and leading teens. She began
taking classes at Grand Valley
State University and, in 2009,
obtained her teaching certificate
in the subjects of English and
psychology. She spent more
than a year as a substitute
teacher at numerous schools in
West Michigan before she was
blessed with the opportunity to
serve here at BCCS.

In her free time, she enjoys
reading, crafting, and running.
She looks forward to her family
cook-offs twice a year and any
other occasions spent with family
and friends.

She is married to her husband,
John, for just over a year. They
live in Hastings with their crazy
dog, Caraboo.

.lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll..
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We want to extend our “congrats” to the following staff members:

Laura Poll (2" grade teacher) to her recent marriage to Israel Young on December 18, 2010.
Ilva Patterson (secondary teacher) on the recent birth of her first grandchild, Cordelia.
Salina Eggers (secondary teacher) is expecting her first child in June.




The Sports Page

This Year In Sports!

Fall Sports Wrap Up:

Volleyball and soccer have now come to a finish and
we would like to thank Janna Rozema and Andy
Roush for all their hard work and dedication. The
teams learned so much this year and had a great time.
Many good memories were shared at the November
Sports Banquet in celebration of the Fall sports
teams. As the weather gets colder we are moving
inside for some basketball action. This year the lady
Eagles are coached by Gary Nelson and the
gentlemen FEagles are coached by Bob Eaton.
Practices are under way and the coaches are looking
forward to their young team’s energy and growth
throughout the season. There will also be a 5"-6"
grade coed basketball team this year. The new
Athletic Directors, Eric Gillespie and Adam Case, will
help these youngsters learn the fundamentals of the

game and get them ready for varsity basketball.

Meet your new Athletic Directors:

Eric Gillespie

Il dm a Hastings guy.
schooling at Faith Christian in Lake Odessa. In
middle school | transitioned to Hastings where |
stayed until | graduated. After high school I
earned a 4 year bachelors degree in youth
ministry.

Sports have been a b
played a lot of basketball, some football, and my
biggest sport was track. | was able to participate
in track and field atthecol | ege | evel
of great experiences because of sports. The
biggest and best part of my life though comes
from my relationship with Jesus. | look forward
to each and every new opportunity to serve Him
including here at Barry County Christian.

Adam Case

I attended Hastings Schools. | played
football, basketball and baseball growing up and
through the varsity level in high school. | have
attended Cedar Creek Bible Church for all but
four years of my life. | graduated from Hastings
High School in 2004. |1 went to Central Michigan
University and graduated in 2009 with a degree
in education.

I am currently an Academic
Interventionist at Crestwood Middle School in
Kentwood where | work with at-risk youth in
their classrooms as a tutor and mentor. I am
excited to see God working in and through my life
to impact others and bring Him glory.

Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with
Christ and | no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The

lifa | nAwr livin in tha hadyg

AD Office - is in the bat cave of the school. If you
happen to see the ladder pulled down (ELSA) please
stop in and say hello. We are both happy to meet or
help you if we can. Whatever you do don’t lock us in
there!




Student Page

Student Essay Report: Katie Shaffer assumed she was a reporter for the local paper and chose to cover
Jesus’ meeting with the woman at the well. Her story earned her a place on the Student page.

THE JEWISH TIMES
“Cultural Barriers Defied”
By Katie Shaffer

Many people have heard of Jesus, the teacher from Nazareth who claims to be God, but he has done more than
just that.

Instead of taking the usual route through Perea, Jesus took a detour through Samaria.

“This is very shocking indeed, “said Nicholas, a highly respected Pharisee. “IF this man was truly the Son of God,
he would not be associating with a half-Jew, especially one found guilty of adultery.” But Marta, the Samarian
woman whom Jesus initially spoke to, puts things differently.

“I had to get some water so | went to the well and there was this man. He began to talk to me. | knew he was a
Jew, so | was confused why he would talk to me, but then he began to tell me about my husband and my life. He
told me | could have eternal life!”

Jesus has currently attracted a large crowd which he is speaking to in Sychar. He seems completely unconcerned
about the public opinion that Jews and Samarians should not associate.

“Still this is an outrage,” Nicholas said. “He is associating with defiled people and teaching them about God.”

Many Jews share the same view point as Nicholas, but that doesn’t stop Jesus. It seems nothing will stop him
from reaching out to people.

Don’t forget to buy the Jewish Times. It comes out right after every Sabbath. Breaking news from all over the
world.

Please join us as we congratulate these students for making the 1° quarter honor roll.

3" Grade 7" Grade 10" Grade
Hannah Robinson * Damon Armstrong Stephen Bowles *
Brooke Schick Adrianna Bursley Kate Halliwill

Dylan Steeby *

4" Grade

Miranda Armstrong
Harley DeMaagd
Joseph Faubert
Jonathon Haywood
Isaiah Jerue

Heidi Kolp *

Marissa Ondersma *
Elizabeth Shaffer *

5" Grade

Denver Sweat
Rosalie Webb
Maddie Young

6" Grade

Riston Holley *
Cy Jerue *

Greg Ondersma *
David Shaffer
Levi Yonkers *

Elizabeth Eckhart
Melanie Webb

8" Grade

Johnny DeMaagd *
Caleb Eckhart

Tim Neudeck

Ben Ondersma
Emily Schuurmans *
Katie Shaffer *
Lydia Yonkers *
Makenzie Young

9" Grade
Regan Holley
Brad Neudeck *
Andrew Webb

* indicates

Rose O’Grady *
Michael Ondersma *
Jacob Schuurmans
Olivia Shute

Isaac Yonkers

11" Grade

William Ondersma *
Caleb Shotts

Orion Webb *

12" Grade
Kathleen Bukoski
Lindsey Grubb *
Tom Rozema *
Shelby Webb *
Christian Yonkers *




On The Front Lines

Please pray for these people as they interact with the students. Ask the Lord to reveal His fruit in their lives, that each would
serve God well and have a positive impact on each student.
Faculty and Staff

AAM CASE.. . e ittt Assistant Athletic Director
JaAN CUMIS. . Librarian, Elementary Education City
GINger ECKNar . ... Preschool, Kindergarten
SaAliNA EQQEIS. ... i Secondary English, Student Activities Advisor
Greg FaUb eIt ... e Elementary P.E.
JUAY FIrEEMAN. ... Administrator, 7" & 8" Grade Computers
T 11T o 1= PP Athletic Director
CONNIE LAVENAET . ...ttt a s First Grade
KEN O0StEINOUSE. ... . e Bus Driver, Secondary Math
Py O ON. ..o CoEd Soccer & Basketball Coach
IVa PatlerSON. ... Secondary History, Psychology
Laura Poll YOUNQ. .. ..o e Second Grade, Yearbook Advisor
Grant RUSSEIL. .. ...t e Secondary Bible & Spanish
N o g = U 7| PPt Art
LaAUIa SCRUUIMANS. .. ..o ettt et ettt e eens Food Services Manager
Martha Stoetzel................c.oeiiiits Music (Preschool-8‘h Grade), High School Choir, Advanced & Beginning Band
DUANE WA . . .o e Fifth & Sixth Grade
ROD WV DD . e Custodian
L0 = o T AT =T Bus Driver
KM WOOIIY . ... e e Secretary & Bookkeeper
PatriCia YONKETr. ... Secondary Math & Science
KA Y ONK OIS . et e e Third & Fourth Grade
Coaches
BOD Baton. . ... Varsity Boys’ Basketball
Gary NEISON. .. .. e Varsity Ladies’ Basketball
PerTY OrtON. ... Junior Co-Ed Soccer and Basketball
JANNA ROZEMA. ... Varsity Ladies’ Volleyball
ANAY ROUSN . .. e Varsity Boys’ Soccer
Parents’ Club Officers
VICKI DEIMAAGA. .. ...t e et President
KaY BUISIY ... e e e e Vice-President
JUIEIE DrabiK . ... e Secretary
I T =Y T [ o < Treasurer
:F o

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16




Homecoming is
coming!
Friday, January 28
More information will
be available online
(www.bccsk12.com)
and will arrive in the
mail (for alumni) in
January. Hope to see
YOU there!

Upcoming Events
Christmas BreaK.............cocoiiiiiiiii December 20-January 2
End of 1% Semester...........cooiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e, January 14
HOMECOMING. .. . e January 28
Mid-Winter Break..........oooviiiiiiiiii i February 11-14
DINNer/TREater. ... March 25
SPrNG Break......c.ovii i, April 1-8
Garage Sale......c.oiiiii April 8-9
Math OlYMPICS. .. ettt April 15
SCIENCE Fair. ... April 28
Fine ArtS EVENING.... .o May 6
High School Banquet....... ... May 14
Preschool Graduation............ccoiiiiiiii e May 26
Kindergarten and Sixth Grade Graduation....................cocoiiiiinnn. May 27
High School Graduation.............ccooiiiiii e, May 28
Check the website, www.bccsk12.com, for updates on these activities.

BARRY COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL Place

2999 MCKEOWN RD.
HASTINGS, M|l 49058

Postage
Stamp
Here
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